At Compuware we talk a lot about modernizing Uniface applications. | have found that changing just the main screen
often has a big impact on how end users perceive an application. So | decided to have a go at the main screen of our
Uniface 9.6 IDF. This screen has not been changed since it was introduced in Uniface 9.1 in the year 2004:
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This screen has a couple of things that | tried to improve on:

It looks dated (subjective, | know)

The clickable elements to the left don not resemble the shortcuts on the right
It offers no guidance to inexperienced user to what is what

It is not customizable
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It was tuned for a 640x480 resolution

| did not want to change too much. My changes needed to stay limited to only this Uniface Form. So | came up with this:
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Create interactive forms for deployment on
Windows or in character mode

Report RPT UDBGCALL usys UUWKSP36
Create reports for output to a printer.

Dymamic Server Page
Create dynamic server pages for
deployment on the Web

Static Server Page
Create static server pages for deployment
on the Web

Service

Create reusable business logic modules that
can be deployed on & cliert or server.
Entity Service

Create business logic modules that are
related to a specific entity
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Session Service

Create business logic modules to support a
session.

Model

Build & rich data model with its
accomparying business logic

Entity

Diefine an entity with all its fields, keys,
properties and business logic

Aszembly Workbench

Graphically assemble an application from
Uniface and non-Uniface components
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Signature

Signatures for Uniface and non-Uniface
components including web services
Workflow

Uniface wordlow tools. Deprecated
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It probably is not perfect. This was just a small pet project, an experimental prototype at best. But it still is a nice thing to

play with.

BIG DISCLAIMER
This is experimental code. There is no support whatsoever on this code. This is not a preview of any
future Uniface version. Use at your own risk. Backup your original UUWKSP36 form and USCUT.DICT

table before use.

There are a couple of customization options on this form. | made four custom settings, one generic and three for how it
could look like for some companies that use Uniface. You need to add or replace the settings mentioned below in your

.ini and .asn file.



Generic Settings
INI file:

[widgets]

WorkSpacelmage=udragdrop(parentdraw=on)
WorkSpaceTitle=uhyperlink(transparency=on;font=SansSmall;halign=left)
WorkSpaceText=uhyperlink(transparency=on;font=SansSmall;halign=Ileft;valign=top;ForeColor=GrayText)
WorkSpaceDDown=udropdownlist(font=SansSmall)

[application]

menu=umenu()

panel=upanel()
window=uwindow(backcolor=white)
shell=ushell(backcolor=white)

[upi]
buttonstyle=9

ASN file:

[FILES]
usys:WorkSpaceLogo.png \Compuware.png

[LOGICALS]
UU_IDFTITLE = My repository name

These settings will result in this:
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Actions Shortcuts ) -
Sort by (LS ~
Form
é Create interactive forms for deployment on ié é ‘_] g
Windows or in charscter mode
Report RPT UDBGCALL usYs UUWEKSP36

Create reports for output to a prnter.

Dynamic Server Page
Create dynamic server pages for
deployment on the Web

Static Server Page
Create static server pages for deployment
on the Web
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Service

Create reusable business logic modules for
deployment on client or server

Enrtity Service

Create business logic modules that are
related to a specific entity

!
{111

Session Service

Create business logic modules to suppart a
session

Maodel

Build & rich data model with s
accompanying business logic

Entity

Define an entity with all its fields, keys,
properties and business logic

Assembly Workbench

Graphically assemble an application from
Uniface and non-Uniface components

Signature

Signatures for Uniface and non-Uniface
components including web services
Workdlow

Uniface wordlow tools. Deprecated
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“DHL” Settings
INI file:

[widgets]

WorkSpacelmage=udragdrop(parentdraw=on)

WorkSpaceTitle=uhyperlink(transparency;font=WorkSpace;halign=left;forecolor=#CC0000)
WorkSpaceText=uhyperlink(transparency=on;font=WorkSpace;halign=left;valign=top;ForeColor=GrayText)
WorkSpaceDDown=udropdownlist(font=WorkSpace;backcolor=#FFCCO00;forecolor=#CC0000;backcolorselect=#CC0000;forecolorselect=#FFCCO0)

[application]
menu=umenu(font=WorkSpaceMenu;backcolor=#FFCC00;forecolor=black;backcolorselect=#CC0000;forecolorselect=white;backcolorfill=flat)
panel=upanel(backcolor=#FFCCO0;backcolorselect=#CC0000;backcolorfill=flat;bordercolorselect=#CCO000)
window=uwindow(backcolor=#FFCC00)

shell=ushell(backcolor=#CC0000)

[upi]
buttonstyle=9

ASN file:

[FILES]
usys:WorkSpacelLogo.png A\dhl.png

[LOGICALS]
UU_IDFTITLE = Tracking and Tracing

These settings will result in this:




“KLM” Settings
INI file:

[widgets]

WorkSpacelmage=udragdrop(parentdraw=on)

WorkSpaceTitle=uhyperlink(transparency=on;font=SansSmall;halign=left;Forecolor=#005B82)
WorkSpaceText=uhyperlink(transparency=on;font=SansSmall;halign=Ileft;valign=top;ForeColor=#00A1DE)
WorkSpaceDDown=udropdownlist(font=SansSmall;backcolor=#DCF2FB;Forecolor=#005B82;backcolorselect=#C1E9F7;forecolorselect=black;backcolorfill=gradient)

[application]
menu=umenu(backcolor=#DCF2FB;Forecolor=#005B82;backcolorselect=#C1E9F7)
panel=upanel(backcolor=#C1E9F7)

window=uwindow(backcolor=#F1FAFD)

shell=ushell(backcolor=#F1FAFD)

[upi]
buttonstyle=9

ASN file:

[FILES]
usys:WorkSpacelLogo.png A\KLM.png

[LOGICALS]
UU_IDFTITLE = Aircraft Maintenance Planning

These settings will result in this:
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Keyboard Help...
Actiions Pl Shortcuts KLM
About Uniface... Sort by Name : H
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== | Create interactive forms for deplayment on i = \_._] =
Windows orin character mode =
RFT UDBGCALL usYs UUWKSP36

Report
Create reports for output to a printer

Dynamic Server Page
Create dynamic server pages for
depioyment on the Web ‘

Static Server Page
Create static server pages for deployment
onthe Web

Service:

Create reusable business logic modules for
deployment on client or server.

Entity Service

Create business logic madule
related {o a specific entity
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Session Service

Create business logic modules to support 3
session

Madel

Build a rich data model with its
accompanying business logic.

C I

Assembly Workbench
Gray y assemble an applicatio
Uriface and non-Uniface component
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“Saarstahl” Settings
INI file:

[widgets]

WorkSpacelmage=udragdrop(parentdraw=on)

WorkSpaceTitle=uhyperlink(transparency;font=SansSmall;halign=left;forecolor=#FE7119)
WorkSpaceText=uhyperlink(transparency=on;font=SansSmall;halign=Ileft;valign=top;ForeColor=GrayText)
WorkSpaceDDown=udropdownlist(font=SansSmall;backcolor=#F2F2F2;forecolorselect=#FE7119;backcolorselect=#F2F2F2;backcolorfill=gradient)

[application]
menu=umenu(backcolor=#F2F2F2;backcolorselect=#F2F2F2;bordercolorselect=#FE7119;backcolorsidebar=#F2F2F2)
panel=upanel(backcolor=#F2F2F2;backcolorhover=#FE7119;bordercolorhover=#F2F2F2)
window=uwindow(backcolor=#F2F2F2)

shell=ushell()

[upi]
buttonstyle=9

ASN file:

[FILES]
usys:WorkSpacelLogo.png \saarstahl.png

[LOGICALS]
UU_IDFTITLE = Meisterbiiro Adjustage

These settings will result in this:
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Frontline Shotouts
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i saarstahl
About Uniface... | Soertby Name  « —

Create interactive forms for deployment on :g E ﬂ g
Windows ar in character mode

Report RPT UDBGCALL usys ULWKSP36
Create reports for autput to'a printer

Foim

Dynamic Server Page *I
Create dynamic server pages for

deployment on the Web. |
Static Server Page
Créate static server pages for deployment |
on the Web.

Senvice

Create reusable business logic modules for
deployment on client or server

Entity Service

Create business logic modules that ae
related to a specific entity. !
Session Service

Create business logic modules to suppaort a
session.

Madel

Build a rich data mode| with ite )
accompanying business logic.

Entity

Diefine an entity with all its fislds, keys,
properties and business logic.

Azsembly Workbench

Graphically assemble an application from
Uniface and non-Uniface components.

Ik‘i

Signatures for Liniface and non-Linface
components including web services.

‘ Wordlaw
Unifacs wordlow tools. Deprecated
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Some remarks:

At the moment we can’t make flat buttons. That are buttons where you only see the stuff that you have put on top of
the button, but no real button surrounding it. A workaround using a button with a fully transparent default image gave
the desired effect but caused a lot of flickering. | found another workaround using drop target widgets for the images
and hyperlinks for the texts. A bug has been registered for the flickering. An enhancement request has been registered
for flat buttons.

There was drag and drop functionality to change the order of the shortcuts. | have removed it. The code behind it was
quite cumbersome and had some flaws. The shortcuts are now simply retrieved from the database and displayed. | have
added a dropdown list where you can select the sort order for the shortcuts.

The biggest risk when trying this form in a production environment are your shortcuts. If you rely on them please make a
backup of your USCUT table before installing this form.

BIG DISCLAIMER
This is experimental code. There is no support whatsoever on this code. This is not a preview of any
future Uniface version. Use at your own risk. Backup your original UUWKSP36 form and USCUT.DICT
table before use.




